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Administered at first as an integral part of the Cape, it be-
came separate in 1856, and began slowly to evolve towards
parliamentary rule.    It was retarded much more than the
Cape by the paucity of the white inhabitants among numer-
ous natives, and hence by the much longer necessity for
imperial protection.    In 1893 it achieved full representative
and responsible government, with the usual bicameral legis-
lature, and like the Cape possessed a franchise which did not
discriminate on grounds of colour, although its other con-
ditions were such that few natives ever possessed the vote.14
Prior to the Union, parliamentarism in Natal had insufficient
time to become well established, and political parties in
particular lacked the sturdy and developed character of those
in the Cape.
Many of the Trekkers  after withdrawal   from  Natal,
established across the Orange River the Orange Free State,
while others plodded north beyond the Vaal to found separate
communities  which   ultimately   became   merged   into   the
South African Republic, briefly known as the Transvaal.
By the Sand River Convention of 1852 Great Britain recog-
nized the independence of the Transvaal, and by the Bloem-
fontein Convention two years later abandoned any effective
claim over the Orange Free State.    This acceptance of inde-
pendent and buffer states in the north was a gesture in the
spirit of the current liberalism, especially in unison with the
convictions of the Manchester School that colonies were
costly to defend and no better customers than if they were
independent.    But the balkanization of a large and physically
unified region produced almost constant frictions between
the different sovereignties, prevented, a firm and consistent
policy towards the native races, and kept Boer and Briton
in a state of inflamed and mutual suspicion.    Sir George
Grey, Governor of Cape Colony in the later fifties, vainly
pressed upon Downing Street the necessities of federation,
confident that the Orange Free State was then ready to ioin
the British colonies in establishing a federal system.15    Not
*4See G. W. Eybers, Select Constitutional Documents Illustrating South African
History, 1795-1910, 204-8.
^The correspondence is in A. P. Newton, Select Documents Relating to Ike
Unifaation of South Africa, 1.